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While sitting on a hard, wooden church pew dur-

ing my adolescent years in the 1970’s, the pastor of 

my southern Baptist congregation desperately 

attempted to convince me that I, along with all the 

rest of the degenerate “hippie” generation, was on 

the moral “Highway to Hell” as sung by AC/DC in 

1979.  At that time, neither he nor I could ever imag-

ine that 40 years later, I would literally be on the 

Highway to Hell; the Green Hell as labelled by Jackie 

Stewart following his 1968 German Grand Prix victo-

ry at the Nurburgring Nordschleife . 

The Nurburgring is generally accepted as being 

the most demanding and difficult purpose-built rac-

ing circuit in the world.  Almost every automobile 

manufacturer brings their cars to the “Ring” to test 

them under the demanding conditions there and 

many commercials for high performance models ad-

vertise the cars performance on the Ring.   

Built in the 1920’s the Nurburgring originally had 

a North Loop (Nordschleife) and South Loop 

(Sudschleife), but today, only the Nordschleife remains, 

with the Sudschleife being replaced by a newer and saf-

er Formula 1 track.  Technically, the Nordschleife is a 

public toll road with speed limits (totally ignored), and 

as such, the public can access and drive the track during 

“tourist” times, but during most days, the track is rent-

ed out to automobile manufacturers for training and 

testing.  Hence, my driving on the Highway to Hell.  

Through my hobby of high performance driving, I 

have been fortunate to meet and become friends with 



President’s Corner >>> 

     This is my first column since being elected at our 

annual meeting in January.  Thank you to all who 

supported me and I hope to be another good steward 

as an officer in the Smoky Mountain Chapter.   

     The love for our respective Bimmers brings us all togeth-

er for friendship, fun, and sharing our passion for our cars.  

I’d like to first to let you know how I came to be a member 

in BMW CCA.  It started in 2012 when I was looking for a 

replacement for my GMC Yukon.  After searching the web 

and driving a lot of vehicles I was going home dejected for I 

could not find what I wanted.  I just happened to get to 

Grayson BMW and on an impulse I turned in.  I test drove a 

2013 X5 with an M Package and was hooked.  I just loved 

that vehicle.  I joined the BMW CCA and heard about the 

BMW driving school in South Carolina.   

     What a blast that day was for me.  I enjoyed every sec-

ond in the driver’s seat.  At the end of the day the instruc-

tors take the class on a thrill ride and my instructor was 

driving an M3 Coupe.  I jumped in the front seat and was 

wowed with what a professional could do with one of these 

cars.  Well that day started me and my wife on a journey to 

find the right M3 for me.  She found a 2012 Lemans Blue 

Coupe at the BMW Store in Cincinnati.  Now having this 

great performance car I decided to sell my 1978 Porsche 

911SC.  I was the original owner and it was completely re-

stored and better than new.  It was a great automobile but 

paled in comparison to the M3.  I found it a good home in 

Germany with a collector. 

     I smile just thinking about the M3.  Cy Smith convinced 

me to get Akrapovic exhaust and the sweet sounds that 

BMW V8 made would raise my pulse and make me grin out 

loud.   

     My wife Shirley was driving a Lexus RX 350 and got the 

bug to get a BMW.  She found a 2014 Blue X3 at United 

BMW in Atlanta and swears it beats the Lexus hands down.  

So we were a two BMW car family with the M3 and now 

the X3.  Life was good!  Then a deer hit her X3 and cracked 

one of the kidney grills and I brought it in to have it re-

placed.  As I was wandering the Grayson lot I saw a mineral 

gray 2015 M4 and fell in love.  I eventually test drove it with 

the dual clutch transmission.  But I wanted the six-speed so 

I ordered from the factory.  With the BMW performance 

exhaust, I confess that I enjoy this car better than the M3.  

Our two boys are already planning for their BMW’s after 

they graduate college.  This is the Stouder family story, 

please share yours in the newsletter.   

     Having just retired from my second career with Oak 

Ridge National Laboratory and after 30 years in the Army I 

decided that I’d like to contribute to our club.  With Aaron 

getting increased responsibilities at work he decided to step 

down as chapter president and asked if I would consider 

running for president.  Since only being in the chapter for 

three years I was hesitant but decided to step up. 

     So what to do?  What should be my goals and objec-

tives?  As I was mulling through these things we got notifi-

cation about the BMW CCA Chapter Congress in Dallas 13-

15 March.  This was a great opportunity to gather infor-

mation about BMW CCA and talk to other chapter officers.  

I convinced Shirley to go with me to be another note taker 

and she has an ability draw folks to her to talk.   

It was a great experience and could not have come at a 

better time for me.  I found out that there are around 

70,000 members in 67 chapters.  The average age of mem-

bers has gone down to 46 and 67% of BMW’s are leased.  

Of course there is an impetus to grow the club/chapters 

and there was a lot of discussion about how successful 

chapters achieve growth.  Additionally there was a lot of 

emphasis on how to better communicate with members.   

     On March 26th we had a chapter officers meeting to con-

duct some planning for 2015.  The first event that we focus-

ing on is Street Survival on 2 May at Pellissippi State Com-

munity College.  Cy Smith and Don Searle are leading this 

event which will be limited to 30 students.  As you might 

expect this requires volunteers so contact Cy or Don if you 

can spend a Saturday helping the chapter improve the driv-

ing skills of teenagers.   

     As you know “Cars and Coffee” are sweeping the nation 

where car lovers get together for a few hours to show off 

their cars and talk car stuff for a couple of hours.  Our next 

Cars and Coffee event is rapidly approaching on April 12th, 

but if you don’t get to join us, there will be plenty more 

throughout the year. 

     We are also going to conduct a drive out in June.  We are 

still working the dates but it will be a Saturday and will last 

around five hours.  We will use a route that European Auto 

Garage sponsored on 7 March for their annual Poker Run.  

Continued on page 8 > 



 

Smoky Bimmer  

Advertising Rates 

The Smoky Bimmer averages 400 mail-

ings per issue to chapter members and an 

additional 115 to chapter presidents and  

newsletter editors across the U.S.  

 

Special rates apply for advertising. 

Please inquire from a Chapter Officer. 

We can customize an advertising space 

to suit your needs.  

President: Richard Stouder 
  oakridger48@msn.com 
  865-310-8010 
 

Vice President: Randy Hodges 
  1jrandall@att.net 
  865-363-2545 
 

Treasurer: Don Searle 
  treasurer@smokymtnbmwcca.org 

 

Secretary: Aaron Bakos 
  secretary@smokymtnbmwcca.org 
 

NL Editor: Julia Taylor 
  editor@smokymtnbmwcca.org 
 

Tech Advisor: Position Available 
   
 

Webmaster: Position Available 
   
 

Club  Website:  www.smokymtnbmwcca.org 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook to see pictures from past 

chapter events, connect with other fellow club 

members, learn about upcoming events, and 

more. If you have suggestions for things you’d 

like to see on our club Facebook page, please 

let us know! 

 

Search Facebook for Smoky Mountain 

BMWCCA or visit: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-

Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806  

 

Sunday, April 12th  Cars and Coffee 

7:00am    Meet at West Town Mall at 7am,  

    depart at 11am 

Wednesday, April 15th Monthly Club Meeting 

6:30pm   Dinner at Restaurant Linderhof in Farragut 

Saturday, April 25th  Peachtree BMWCCA @ The Walter 

10am-4pm   Mitty Historic Races at Road Atlanta 

    Must register by April 18th; register online 

    at msreg.com/PeachtreeBMW2015Mitty 

Saturday, May 2nd  Street Survival 

    Held at Pellissippi State Comm. College; 

    Limited to 30 participants 

Friday, May 22—  The Vintage 

Sunday, May 24th  Winston-Salem, NC 

    Register online at http://atthevintage.com 

Friday, August 14—  BMWCCA Monterey Weekend 

Sunday, August 16  Two great events in one weekend! Legends  

    of the Autobahn and Festorics team up to 

    make this an event to remember. Early Bird 

    Registration discount of $30 if you register 

    by April 30th. Register online at  

    http://msreg.com/monterey 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806


The Classic Motorsports Mitty >>> 

Vintage racing’s promise is to resurrect the past glories of 
sports car racing for a modern audience, and no event does 
that better than the Classic Motorsports Mitty. 

BMW will be the featured 
marque when the Mitty 
returns to the beauti-
ful Road Atlanta circuit in 
Braselton, Georgia on April 
24-26, 2015. BMW has had 
a long and storied history in 
motorsports, and many of 
these classic race cars will 
be on display and on track 
at the Mitty. You may see 
BMWs from the '70s such as 
the “Batmobile” BMW 3.0 
CSL or a 320i Turbo. Or you 
might see an '80s BMW M1 
Group 4 car, a March GTP racer or the Warsteiner M3. 

Off the track, the infield will be buzzing with activity thanks 
to the Grassroots Motorsports Speedfest at the Classic Mo-
torsports Mitty. Spectators will enjoy car corrals, vendors 
and an expansive hospitality tent, all while surrounded by 
the buzzing excitement of HSR-sanctioned historic racing 
activities that will see over 300 cars competing throughout 
the weekend. 

This year, The Mitty will celebrate racing legend Boris Said 
when it returns to Road Atlanta on April 24-26, 2015.  

Although he is now a well-known NASCAR driver with his 
own hardcore fans (known as “Said Heads”), Boris Said’s 
roots—and his reputation as a “road course ringer”—lie in 
road racing, where he learned his craft and was most suc-
cessful behind the wheel of some of BMW’s finest race cars. 
He will again be paired with BMW at The Mitty, as the brand 
will be the featured marque for 2015. 

Said made his IMSA debut in 1993 driving a BMW M3, and 
won the Rolex 24 at Daytona and the 12 Hours of Sebring 
competing in that series. He was also the first American to 
win the 24 Hours Nürburgring, an honor he claimed while 
driving a BMW Motorsport-entered BMW M3 GTR in 2005. 
He still competes in both the IMSA and NASCAR series; less 
well known is the fact that he is also the president 
of BMW of Murrieta (California), which received the 
2014 BMWCenter of Excellence Award and is ranked number 
one in the nation.  

Boris will be signing autographs and meeting with fans Satur-
day afternoon at the Classic Motorsports tent in the Speed-
fest vendor midway located in Road Atlanta’s infield; he will 

also participate in a fan forum there on Saturday evening. 
Don’t miss this chance to hang out with Boris in an intimate 
setting and hear colorful stories from his racing career. 

So whether you’re a BMW 
fan or just a sports car enthu-
siast in general, you’ll want to 
make plans now to attend the 
2015 Classic Motorsports 
Mitty. Mark your calendars 
for April 24–26, 2015 at Road 
Atlanta in Braselton, Georgia 
and plan to load up your 
BMW – or other favorite 
sports car – and come be a 
part of one of the largest vin-
tage motorsports gatherings 
in the country. 

Further info about the Histor-
ic Sportscar Racing Mitty Speedfest at Road Atlanta can be 
found here: 

www.themitty.com 

Join Peachtree BMW CCA @ The Walter Mitty 
Historic Races at Road Atlanta!   

** BMW is the featured marque for the 2015 Mitty!  ** 
** Boris Said is the Grand Marshal! ** 

This is an event you do not want to miss!  

What:  We'll have space reserved for a large BMW-only car 

 corral. We will have lunch from Atlanta Bread Company 

 on Saturday for those who register.  Registered 

 attendees will also be entered into a drawing for items 

 from the BMW CCA Foundation as well as our sponsor, 

 United BMW! 

When:  Saturday, April 25th from 10:00-7:00 and Sunday, April 

 26th from 10:00-4:00 

Price:  $8.00  *Please note this in addition to your ticket price  

 for the event. 

 

Due to the fact that we are having lunch catered this year, we 

cannot accept walk up registrations.  You must register by 

04/18/2015!  Sign up early! 

 

Register Now:  

msreg.com/PeachtreeBMW2015Mitty 

http://www.themitty.com/
http://msreg.com/PeachtreeBMW2015Mitty


two of the instructors at the BMW Performance Cen-

ter in Spartanburg, SC; Mike Renner and Donnie Isley 

who have both been guest speakers at the Smoky 

Mountain BMWCCA End-of-Year parties.  Donnie 

travels world-wide for BMW teaching high perfor-

mance driving and early in 2014 mentioned that 

BMW had already built and delivered to the Nur-

burgring, the new M4s for use in their Nordschleife 

Fasacination driver training.  He also mentioned that 

the Performance Center had been allocated a num-

ber of seats for this training in the fall of 2014 and 

that he was gathering a group of enthusiasts to travel 

to Germany to participate in that training.  Well, 

needless to say, I was totally into taking that trip!  

To “sweeten” the deal, Donnie managed to ar-

range through BMW M, the loan, free of charge, of 

new M3s and M4s for the group to drive from Mu-

nich to the Ring at Nurburg, a five hour drive on the 

German autobahn.  Since we had to pick the M cars 

up at BMW M, he also arranged for a tour of the 

BMW Individual facilities which are co-located with 

BMW M.  

What an experience of a lifetime for a BMW enthusi-

ast; driving the new BMW M4 on the Nurburgring 

Nordschleife at track speeds with a BMW race car instruc-

tor and only your group of cars on the track!  Beats driv-

ing your typical German rental car around the Ring on a 

tourist day anytime.  Maybe even beats driving your Euro-

pean Delivery BMW there since it’s “somebody else’s 

car”! 

This article is the first in a series which will help you 

experience, the best I can through writing, such a trip to 

Germany.  I hope that you will enjoy. 

>>> Highway to Hell (continued) 



Holiday Photo Spread >>> 



<<< Photos Courtesy of Shirley Stouder 



Guest Author Spotlight >>> 

Membership has its  

benefits!!! 

Did you know that as a Smoky Mountain 

BMWCCA member, you are entitled to 

several money saving benefits through-

out the year? 

You can take advantage of: 

 Rebates on new or CPO vehicles 
from Grayson BMW 

 Free automotive classifieds in the 
Smoky Bimmer and the Roundel 

 Discounts on parts through Gray-
son BMW 

 Tool loaner program among chap-
ter members for do-it-yourself 
maintenance and repairs 

 Technical and repair advice 
through “Ask the experts”, 
BMWCCA.org, and the Roundel 

 Local and national discounts on 
other supplies  

Contact Aaron Bakos or the national chapter for 

more information on the resources available to 

you as a member. 

The main feature in this quarter’s 

chapter newsletter was written by 

Cyrus Smith. Cyrus’s great article 

included  information about his re-

cent Nurburgring trip. Look in the 

next club newsletter for even more 

great photos and details about the 

this exciting excursion Thank you 

Cyrus for your submission! If you 

have a story you’d like to share for 

our newsletter, please contact 

Randy Hodges at 1jrandall@att.net 

Thank You! 

10671 Parkside Drive 

Knoxville, TN 37923 

(865) 693-4555 

We Thank You!! 

The Smoky Mountain Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America would like to 

thank Grayson BMW for providing excellent service, quality parts, and dis-

counts to our members. 

Members may be eligible to receive 
an allowance based on the purchase 
or lease of a new or Certified Pre-
Owned BMW through Grayson 
BMW Authorized Center. 

Grayson BMW is a BMWCCA 

partner in the Membership 

Reward  Program. 

 Norm Durfee and Sandy Glazier have agreed to organize this for us.  There 

were eight chapter members that participated and we just had a blast.  

The route will take us to Cherohala Skyway and the Tail of the Dragon.  It 

is very scenic, beautiful, and great fun for driving our Bimmers.  If there is 

interest in this drive and folks want to, we are planning a drive where we 

will have an overnight at an inn or a hotel.   

     For better communications we are looking at a vast improvement to 

our website that will include increase functionality and be much more 

useful and user friendly.   

     Driving a BMW is a unique experience for those of us who enjoy cars 

and driving cars.  It’s all about the car, the driver, and the road.  We want 

the club to be fun and exciting for our members.  For our monthly 

meetings we usually have a core of 8-10 folks.  If each of those folks will 

call another chapter member and encourage them to attend we can grow 

our unique social circle.  Then when we have an event each of us does the 

same.  Our next social is on April 15 at Restaurant Linderhof in Farragut; 

please join  us for friendship and good German food.  Once folks find out 

we have fun when we get together we can keep the chapter alive and 

vibrant.   

 

Richard Stouder 
Oakridger48@msn.com 

pressmokymtnbmw@gmail.com 

 

President’s Corner (cont) >>> 

mailto:Oakridger48@msn.com
mailto:pressmokymtnbmw@gmail.com


     If you haven’t had the opportunity to attend a 

street survival, you’ll get your once-a-year oppor-

tunity in the coming weeks. The annual event re-

turns to Pellissippi State Community College on 

Saturday, May 2nd from 8:00am to 4:00pm.  

    The primary emphasis of the event is a “hands 

on” driving experience that teaches participants to 

safely handle a 2,000 lb. vehicle in less-than-ideal 

situations. Participants drive their own vehicle with 

a qualified instructor in the car to show them how 

to handle a variety of situations and improve their 

driving ability and control. 

     Throughout the day, students will work one on 

one with their instructor to maneuver through 

carefully designed exercises, working to learn from 

their mistakes and improve their skills and handling 

abilities. 

    The Tire Rack’s Street Survival mission is to ed-

ucate teens and young adults to become better, 

safer drivers. The program was formed in 2002 

and held 100 classes in over 60 locations each of 

the last two years. Their goal for 2015 is to hold 

over 125 classes. 

     The class fee is $75 per student and registra-

tion is available to all drivers age 15 and up. 

(Special requirements apply to drivers who only 

carry a permit or are under the age of 18). For 

more details and to access the online registration 

form, please visit http://www.streetsurvival.org/

register and choose the Knoxville event on May 

2nd. 

    Additionally, volunteers are needed to help fa-

cilitate this year’s event. If you are excited about 

helping young adults become smarter, safer driv-

ers, please contact Don Searle at 

dsearle@knology.net to volunteer your time. 

<<< Street Survival 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

The Smoky Bimmer will soon be transitioning to a 

digital version of our club newsletter. This will allow 

us to make the newsletter available in both print 

and digital format so that you can get whichever 

version you prefer. This will also allow us to make 

the newsletter available on the club website and 

Facebook page, and make distribution more timely.  

In order to keep printing and distribution costs 

down, the default option will be for club members 

to receive a digital copy of the newsletter. If you 

would like to continue receiving a printed version, 

please simply let one of our club officers know and 

we would be happy to make sure your preferred 

method is selected.  

Please be patient with us as we make this  

transition and continue to work to improve your 

BMW CCA chapter! 



The TRACKRAT 

The TRACKRAT >>> 

By: Cyrus Smith 

The BMW automobile brand is built upon cars 

which offer high performance and exceptional han-

dling capability; one of their advertising slogans is 

“BMW - The Ultimate Driving Machine”.  The 

BMWCCA offers many opportunities for BMW owners 

to experience the thrills and excitement of high per-

formance driving in their BMWs in a safe, educational, 

and controlled environment.  These are the High Per-

formance Driving Events (HPDE) offered by many 

BMWCCA clubs are race tracks around America.  In 

these events, participants are paired with experienced 

and trained in-car instructors who assist them in learn-

ing the skills and techniques of high performance driv-

ing using the participant’s own car.  These events are 

conducted at speed on local tracks according to na-

tionally established rules and procedures which help 

assure the safety of the participants. 

There is a group of Smoky Mountain BMWCCA 

members who regularly participate in these events.  

We would like to invite other members to come and 

participate.  Knoxville is centrally located to a number 

of these events that are sponsored by local BMWCCA 

chapters; Barber Motorsports Park in Birmingham, AL 

by the Heart of Dixie Chapter, Road Atlanta in Bra-

selton, GA just east of Atlanta by the Peachtree Chap-

ter, Virginia International Raceway (VIR) in Danville, 

VA an hour north of Greensboro, NC by the Tarheel 

Chapter, Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, OH 

an hour north of Columbus, OH by the Buckeye Chap-

ter, and the National Corvette Museum Motorsport 

Park in Bowling Green, KY right at the Corvette Muse-

um and factory by the Bluegrass chapter. 

This column is, hopefully, a regular feature of the 

Smoky Mountain BMWCCA Newsletter and where our 

members can get an idea of why some of us already 

enjoy this sport.  The enjoyment is definitely about the 

people that you meet and become your friends. The 

cars and driving are great and fun, but the camarade-

rie is what will bring you back time and time again. 

With this being the first of the year, a partial list of 

some the nearby HPDE events and a few not so close 

ones is included here so that you can mark your cal-

endar and plan to come join us this year.  We might 

even get some of you who choose to attend to be 

guest columnists here and let everyone know your 

experiences.  Visit www.motorsportreg.com for de-

tailed information on each of these HPDE events and 

to register for the event. 

Venue Sponsor Date 

VIR Chin Feburary 28 - March 1 

Road Atlanta Peachtree March 6 - 8 

NCM Chin March 28 - 29 

Barber Chin April 18 - 19 

VIR Tarheel April 24 - 26 

MoSport Trillium April 24 - 26 

M Day NCC May 9 - 9 

NCM Bluegrass May 16 - 17 

Watkins Glen Chin May 18 - 19 

Mid-Ohio Northern Ohio May 22 - 24 

Mid-Ohio Chin May 25 - 26 

NCM Chin May 30 - 31 

MoSport Trillium June 12 - 14 

Watkins Glen GVC June 12 - 14 

Mid-Ohio Audi June 19 - 21 

VIR Chin June 24 - 25 

VIR Tarheel June 26 - 28 

Barber Chin July 11 - 12 

M Day NCC July 18 - 18 

Road Atlanta Peachtree September 4 - 6 

MoSport Trillium September 4 - 6 

Mid-Ohio Buckeye September 4 - 6 

Barber Chin September 19 - 20 

NCM Bluegrass September 26 - 27 

MoSport Trillium October 3 - 5 

VIR Tarheel October 9 - 11 

NCM Chin October 10 - 11 

M Day NCC October 24 - 24 

VIR Chin October 25 - 26 

http://www.motorsportreg.com


 <<< The Vintage 

Q.  How do I know if my BMW is “vintage” or not. 

A.  Here’s the designation of “vintage” for this event 

 broken down by model as to what will be allowed into  

 the display areas: 

 All pre-war BMWs, 502, 507, Isetta (300 and 600), 700, 

 2000, 1800, 1600, 2002, 2500, CS, Bavaria, 320, 323, 

 e23, e32 (1st and 2nd gen. 7-series), e12, e28 and e34 

 (1st, 2nd, and 3rd gen 5-series), e24 (6-series), all e30s, 

 e31 (8 -series) , M1s, and Z1 roadsters. All BMW  

 motorcycles up to 1985. 

Q :  Can we bring our kids? 

A :  This is a family oriented event, and kids are welcome. 

 However, this is not Chuck E. Cheese and all children 

 should be kept under control. There will be things to 

 keep the youngsters busy such as a coloring contest. 

Q :  How can I set up as a vendor? 
A :  You must submit a completed vendor form along with 
 payment before MAY 1st.  

Q :  I have a trailered vehicle, where do I park? 

A :  You should unload your vehicle at your hotel and drive 

 it  to the display area Saturday. There will be little to 

 NO room for trailer parking Saturday. 

Q :  Do I have to be a member of BMW CCA? 

A :  No. 

Q :  Can I come even if I don’t have a vintage BMW? 

A :  Yes, spectators are FREE on Saturday, but all activities 

 are for vintage BMWs and their owners. 

Q :  Is there beer for sale? 

A :  Yes, we will have beer AND wine available Satur

 day.  PLEASE DO NOT BRING IN ANY OUTSIDE  

 ALCOHOL! 

Q : What kind of food is available? 

A :  There will be food vendors on site. 

Q :  Can we bring our own food? 
A :  No problem. 



Smoky Mountain Chapter, 

BMWCCA 

P.O.Box 52223 
Knoxville, TN 37950-2223 
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